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Enquiries: Dr Vanessa Weyer 
Tel: 044-302 5613 

E-mail: vanessa.weyer@sanparks.org 
 
Jessica Christie 
Eco Route Environmental Consultancy 
46 President Steyn, The Island 
Sedgefield, 6573 
Western Cape 
 
Per email: 
jessica@ecoroute.co.za  justin@ecoroute.co.za admin@ecoroute.co.za 
  
Dear Madam 
 
SANPARKS COMMENTS, PRE-APPLICATION DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT 
REPORT, RE of ERVEN 1339 AND 1316 KNYSNA, WESTERN CAPE 
 
DFFE Ref No: 2026-01-0014 (Pre-Application) 
 
RE of Erven 1339 and 1316, Knysna, are situated in the Buffer Zone of the Garden 
Route National Park (GRNP), are directly bordering the Knysna Estuary, and fall 
within the Development Control Area (DCA) of the Knysna Protected Environment 
(KPE) (Fig.1 & 6). The Estuarine Functional Zone (EFZ) (Fig. 2), Coastal 
Management Line (CML), and Coastal Protection Zone (CPZ) (Fig.3) extend well 
landward of the erven.  
 
The CML was included in the Knysna Spatial Development Framework 2020, is 
shown on the Knysna GIS Viewer and the Western Cape Department of 
Environmental Affairs & Development Planning’s (DEA&DP) Coastal Management 
Map Viewer. Risks associated with developing in this area are known and have been 
published. The CPZ is designated in terms of the National Environmental 
Management: Integrated Coastal Management Act (Act No. 24 of 2008) (NEM: ICMA). 
The CPZ’s purpose is to manage, regulate, and restrict the use of land that is adjacent 
to Coastal Public Property (CPP), or that plays a significant role in the coastal 
ecosystem. 
 
Garden Route Shale Fynbos is mapped by Mucina and Rutherford, 20061 and as 
revised by SANBI, 20182 across most of both erven (Fig. 4). This vegetation type is 
listed as Endangered (EN) in the National Environmental Management Biodiversity 
Act (Act No. 10 of 2004), Revised National List of Ecosystems that are Threatened 
and in Need of Protection GNR No. 2747, 18 November 2022. It is however 
acknowledged that the erven are highly transformed.  
 
Slopes are 0.15% and the erven fall below the 5m contour (Fig. 5).  
 
 
1 Mucina, L. and Rutherford, M.C. (editors) 2006. Vegetation map of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland: an 
illustrated guide. Strelitzia 19, South African National Biodiversity Institute, Pretoria. 
2 South African National Biodiversity Institute 2018 Final Vegetation Map of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland 
[Vector] 2018. 
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Fig. 1: Location of RE of Erven 1339 and 1316, 
Knysna (CapeFarmMapper3). 

Fig. 2: The Estuarine Functional Zone extends 
over the erven (CapeFarmMapper3). 

    

Fig. 3: The Coastal Management Line (green 
dotted line) and Coastal Protection Zone (orange 
line) extend well landward of the erven (DEADP 
Coastal Management Map viewer).   

Fig. 4: Garden Route Shale Fynbos (EN) (FFh 
9) is mapped on the erven; however, it is noted 
that the erven are largely transformed 
(CapeFarmMapper3). 

  

Fig. 5: Slopes are 0.15% and the erven fall 
below the 5m contour (CapeFarmMapper3).  

Fig. 6: RE of Erven 1339 and 1316, fall within 
the Knysna Protected Environment 
(CapeFarmMapper3). 
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Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) in terms of the 2023 Western Cape Biodiversity Spatial Plan 
(WC BSP), which was adopted on the 13 December 2024 (Gazette Extraordinary 9017) in 
alignment with the Western Cape Biodiversity Act (Act No. 6 of 2021), are no longer mapped for 
the KPE, as this area is declared a Protected Area in terms of the National Environmental 
Management: Protected Areas Act (Act No. 57 of 2003) (NEM: PAA) (Fig. 6). 
 
The erven are located within Knysna Municipality’s mapped ‘Urban Edge’; however, this has not 
been adopted by the Competent Authority, i.e., the Minister of the Department of Forestry 
Fisheries and Environment (DFFE). 
 
The erven are zoned, “Undermined Use Zone” and “Transport Zone II” (Knysna Municipality 
GIS Viewer).  
 
The landowner is Kinetic Catamarans SA (Pty) Ltd. (Kinetic), represented by Mr. L. Scheepers. 
 
Several site visits have been conducted by SANParks, more recently a site visit was held on 3 
March 2026, attended by Dr. V. Weyer (SANParks), Mr. T. Kgaphola (SANParks), Ms. E. 
Petersen (SANParks), Ms. M. Mudau (DFFE), Ms. P. Makitla (DFFE), Ms. A. Matamela, (DFFE), 
Ms. N. Lekalakala (DFFE), Mr. J. Brittion (Eco Route), and Mr. L Scheepers (Kinetic) (Figs. 7 - 
10). 
 

  

Fig. 7. Knysna Municipality, Drivers Testing 
Ground, where the Kinetic catamaran factory 
will be expanded over.  

Fig. 8. A drainage channel runs through the 
testing ground and enters the estuary via a 
culvert. 

  

Fig. 9. Knysna Sea Cadets facilities form part 
of the development application. 

Fig. 10. Knysna Sea Cadets’ slipway and 
jetty in need of repair and upgrading. 
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The application is a “PRE-APPLICATION BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT (BAR) FOR 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF KINETIC CATAMARANS INDUSTRIAL FACILITY ON ERF 
1339, AS WELL AS DEVELOPMENT / REDEVELOPMENT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN SEA 
CADET CORPS INFRASTRUCTURE ON ERF 1316, KNYSNA, WESTERN CAPE”, refer to 
extracts below from the report prepared by Eco Route Environmental Consultancy, dated 
October 2025.  
 
The proposed development includes: 
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Fig. 11: Site Development Plan, MarkiTec, 1 April 2023 

 

 

Fig. 12: 3D Render from the Southeast Perspective of the proposed development on Portion A 
of the SDP (Mark Gale, 2024), extracted from the Pre-application Basic Assessment report, 
October 2025. 
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A Land Use Application is being undertaken as a separate application; refer to SANParks’ 
comments, dated 9 February 2026. 
 
Point 1: Site Servicing  
 
As the Kinetic factory and its proposed expansion area are situated directly adjacent to the Knysna 
Estuary, attention needs to be given toward ensuring that the estuary is not impacted by water 
quality, i.e., pollution, and quantity, i.e., stormwater runoff impacts. 
 
It is noted that it is proposed that the development will connect to the Knysna Municipality municipal 
sewerage network in New Street, and that the landowner proposes to ensure the upkeep of the 
utilised sewer line. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract from the report prepared by Eco Route Environmental Consultancy, dated October 2025. 
 
SANParks requires sight of a Service Level Agreement with the Knysna Municipality, with 
assurance that sewage will be well managed and not pollute the Knysna Estuary.  
 
Should the Knysna Municipality be unable to provide this assurance, it is suggested that the 
landowner investigate an alternative on-site, self-sufficient, non-polluting sewerage treatment 
facility, and/or an emergency sewage treatment option, in the event of a municipal sewerage 
treatment system failure. 
 
Due to the proximity of the Kinetic factory to the estuary, extreme care should be exercised to 
prevent harmful substance from entering the estuary during normal factory operations or should a 
hazardous risk event occur, for example as a worst-case scenario, a factory fire event.  
 
Suggested mitigation could include storing hazardous chemicals/ fuels as far away from the estuary 
as possible, and in a secure bunded facility. An additional measure could include the design and 
construction of pollution sump catch pits, which would catch and treat any harmful substances 
before these enter the stormwater system/ estuary. Extreme care would need to be exercised with 
the drainage channel that currently runs through the testing ground and enters the estuary via a 
culvert (Fig. 8). These mitigation measures should be incorporated into Engineering designs, and 
into the Construction and Operation EMPr. 
 
Should any soil be found to be contaminated during site clearing, from any historic use, this should 
be removed to an approved Hazardous waste facility. 
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Stormwater should be carefully managed on the site. Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) 
principles should be implemented. Hard surfaces should be reduced, and grass blocks utilised 
where possible. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extracts from the report prepared by Eco Route Environmental Consultancy, October 2025. 

 

Designs should include the inclusion of sustainable building designs, including solar 
systems and rainwater harvesting tanks. 
 
Point 2: Social Benefits 
 
SANParks supports Kinetic’s proposal to retain and enhance the South African Sea Cadet Corps’ 
(Sea Cadets) facility on the western section of the site. The facility provides valuable training and 
social benefits.  
 
It is suggested that the slipway on the estuary side of the Sea Cadets building be included as a 
listed EIA activity in the application, to enable it to be upgraded in the future, dependent on the 
need and availability of funding, and the Environmental Authorisation’s validity period. Discussions 
in this regard should occur between Kinetic, the Competent Authority (DFFE), Knysna Municipality, 
Sea Cadets, and SANParks.  
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Extracts from the report prepared by Eco Route Environmental Consultancy, October 2025. 
 
It is noted in the application that the park area which borders the estuary will be enhanced. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extract from the report prepared by Eco Route Environmental Consultancy, October 2025. 
 
Discussions are required between Kinetic, Knysna Municipality and SANParks on how this area 
should be improved, its aesthetics, maintenance, security interventions that may be required and 
required lighting. Outcomes of discussions should be incorporated into the Operational EMPr.  
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Point 3: Climate Change Adaptation & Resilience 
 
As stated in the Pre-application BAR, the high-water mark (HWM) survey undertaken by Eden 
Geomatics,  during November 2024 to February 2025 established the current HWM as, “south of 
the existing paved surface and fenced boundary of the former vehicle testing facility, confirming 
that the proposed yacht factory will be situated landward of the surveyed HWM and entirely within 
an already transformed and elevated platform approximately two metres above mean sea level”.   
 
Climate change adaptation and resilience strategies as mitigation towards predicted sea level rise, 
storm surge events, and coastal erosion may involve: (1) A retreat strategy, where development 
moves away from the threat; (2) An elevation strategy, where buildings are built high enough to not 
be affected; and (3) A defence strategy, where structures are built to withstand the threat and 
defend buildings and infrastructure behind the defence wall/ structure. 
 
The landowner has advised that the building and infrastructure will be elevated to withstand climate 
change, with meters above mean sea level (m.a.m.s.l.) to be guided by an engineer/ architect. A 
retreat strategy is not feasible due to space constraints. The raised walkway to the south of the site 
may provide a further defence strategy and could be used as a stormwater management swale. It 
is suggested that this be included as an EIA listed activity in the application; to facilitate any future 
works to this walkway, should this be deemed necessary (within the Environmental Authorisation’s 
validity period), and dependent on approvals and discussions between Kinetic, the Competent 
Authority (DFFE), Knysna Municipality, Sea Cadets, and SANParks.  Coastal flooding risks may 
require specialist evaluation at the time of implementation. The inclusion of changes to the walkway 
as a listed EIA activity may further enable future park upgrades in this area. 
 

 

Fig. 13. Walkway to the south of the site, which could act as a defence strategy to mitigate 
climate change risks. 

 
Point 4: Specialist Studies 
 
It is noted that no Visual Impact Assessment has been undertaken, and that the landowner has 
stated that the building will be designed to blend with the existing factory and to create elements of 
interest, so as not to resemble a typical factory structure. SANParks suggested that colours be 
chosen to blend into the estuary interface. Care should be taken not to position any solar panels 
on the rooves that could create glint or glare as seen from across the estuary. Special attention 
should be paid to night lighting, that may be necessary for security, but that however does not 
produce night pollution of the estuary. 
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A coastal erosion specialist study may be required to inform any decisions around the use of the 
boardwalk as a climate change defence strategy structure. It is possible that this study could be 
undertaken when and if the walkway is used for this purpose, i.e. prior to construction activities 
commencing on the walkway and to inform designs. Discussions in this regard should be held with 
the Competent Authority (DFFE). 
 
Point 5: Summary & Way Forward 
 
In principle SANParks supports the proposed development, provided development is undertaken 
in a responsible, sustainable, future climate smart manner, and that negative impacts are mitigated 
adequately. 
 
SANParks supports Kinetic’s proposal to retain and enhance the South African Sea Cadet Corps’ 
(Sea Cadets) facility on the western section of the site. The facility provides valuable training and 
social benefits. 
 
SANParks requires sight of a Service Level Agreement with the Knysna Municipality, with 
assurance that sewage will be well managed and not pollute the Knysna Estuary. Should the 
Knysna Municipality be unable to provide this assurance, it is suggested that the landowner 
investigate an alternative on-site, self-sufficient, non-polluting sewerage treatment facility, and/or 
an emergency sewage treatment option, in the event of a municipal sewerage treatment system 
failure. 
 
Due to the proximity of the Kinetic factory to the estuary, extreme care should be exercised to 
prevent harmful substance from entering the estuary during normal factory operations or should a 
hazardous risk event occur, for example as a worst-case scenario, a factory fire event. Suggested 
mitigation could include storing hazardous chemicals/ fuels as far away from the estuary as 
possible, and in a secure bunded facility. An additional measure could include the design and 
construction of pollution sump catch pits. 
 
Extreme care would need to be exercised with the drainage channel that currently runs through the 
testing ground and enters the estuary via a culvert. 
 
It is suggested that the slipway on the estuary side of the Sea Cadets building be included as an 
EIA listed activity in the application, to enable it to be upgraded in the future, dependent on the 
need and availability of funding, and the Environmental Authorisation’s validity period. Discussions 
in this regard should occur between Kinetic, the Competent Authority (DFFE), Knysna Municipality, 
Sea Cadets, and SANParks.  
 
The raised walkway to the south of the site may provide a defence strategy and could further be 
used as a stormwater management swale. It is suggested that this be included as a listed EIA 
activity in the application; to enable any future works to this walkway, should this be deemed 
necessary in the future (within the Environmental Authorisation’s validity period), and dependent 
on approvals and discussions between Kinetic, the Competent Authority (DFFE), Knysna 
Municipality, Sea Cadets, and SANParks.  Coastal flooding risks may require specialist evaluation 
at the time of implementation. The inclusion of changes to the walkway as a listed EIA activity may 
further enable future park upgrades in this area. 
 
A coastal erosion specialist study may be required to inform any decisions around the use of the 
boardwalk as a climate change defence strategy structure. It is possible that this study could be 
undertaken if the walkway is used for this purpose, i.e. prior to construction activities commencing 
on the walkway and to inform designs. Discussions in this regard should be held with the 
Competent Authority (DFFE). 
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Discussions are required between Kinetic, Knysna Municipality and SANParks on how the park 
area may be improved, its aesthetics, maintenance, security interventions required and on lighting 
requirements. 
 
It is recommended that the following conditions of approval are considered: 
 

1. Stormwater should be carefully managed on the site. Sustainable Urban Drainage 

Systems (SuDS) principles should be implemented. Hard surfaces should be reduced, 

and grass blocks utilised where possible. 

 

2. Designs should include the inclusion of sustainable building designs, including solar 

systems and rainwater harvesting tanks. 

 

3. SANParks suggested that colours be chosen to blend into the estuary interface. Care 

should be taken not to position any solar panels on the rooves that could create glint or 

glare as seen from across the estuary. Special attention should be paid to night lighting, 

that may be necessary for security, but that however does not produce night pollution of 

the estuary. 

 

4. The EMPr, by Eco Route, dated November 2025, should be updated to include new 

mitigation measures pertaining to this application. 

 

5. A suitably qualified Environmental Control Officer (ECO) should be appointed to monitor 

the EMPr. 

 

6. Should any resources of suspected heritage value be uncovered during clearing, Heritage 

Western Cape (HWC) must be contacted immediately for instructions. 

 

7. The disturbance footprint/no-go areas should be fenced off during the construction phase 

with a barrier material, such as shade cloth to prevent workers from encroaching into 

adjacent estuary vegetation. 

SANParks is responsible for the Proper Administration of the Knysna Protected Environment (GN 
1175 of 2009) Regulations, and for the authorisation of any development (as defined in the 
Regulations) in the Development Control Area, as per Section 8. This area extends 50m from the 
high-water mark into RE of Erven 1339 and 1316, Knysna, and as such SANParks’ authorisation 
is required for development to proceed in these areas. 
 
As per Section 9 and 10 of the Regulations SANParks may request additional studies to be 
undertaken, should it be deemed that these are necessary. 
 
SANParks will comment further on the next phase of public participation, as part of the Draft Basic 
Assessment Report phase.  
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SANParks reserves the right to revise comments if additional information becomes available.  
 

Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DR VANESSA WEYER 
PRINCIPAL PLANNER  
GARDEN ROUTE NATIONAL PARK 
 
DATE: 2 April 2026 

 
CC:   Victor Mokoena  SANParks 
  Lwazi Khuzwayo  SANParks 
  Elmonique Petersen  SANParks 
  Len du Plessis   SANParks 
  Jessica Hayes   SANParks 
  Kyle Smith   SANParks 
  Clement Arendse  SANParks 
  Marthan Theart  SANParks 
  Azrah Essop   DFFE 
  Nyiko Nkosi   DFFE 
  Mashudu Mudau  DFFE 
  Hennie Smit   Knysna Municipality 

Shaun Madumbo  Knysna Municipality 
Mulalo Musekene  Knysna Municipality 
Justin Britton   EcoRoute 
Lizemarie Botha  Planning Space 
Leon Scheepers  Kinetic Catamarans SA (Pty) Ltd. 

 
 


