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Comments and Response Report 
 

PROPOSED WAREHOUSE AND STORAGE FACILITY ON PORTION 250 
OF THE FARM 745, GOEDGELOOF, ST FRANCIS BAY, EASTERN CAPE 

 
DEDEAT Ref. No: EC08/C/LN1&3/M/08-2024 

                                                                             
APPROACH 

 

The public participation process for the Project was undertaken with due reference to Section 39 of the EIA 

Regulations, 2014 (as amended). Specifically, this comprised the following activities: 

 A 30-day Public Participation Process of the Background Information Documents was undertaken from 

15/01/2024  14/02/2024.  

 A notice was published in the local newspaper, the Kouga Express, and two site signs erected near 

the entrance of Portion 250 of 745 (Annexure 1).  

 A second 30-day Public Participation Process was undertaken for the Draft Basic Assessment Report 

from 25/04/2024 to 27/05/2024.  

 Stakeholders and Interested and Affected Parties were notified via email (Annexure 2) and the Draft 

Basic assessment Report and Appendices made available via the Eco Route website. Emails sent to 

private individuals have been excluded from annexure 2 due to the POPI Act.  

 A stakeholder and Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) database was prepared for the project 

(Annexure 3). 

 The preparation of an Issues Trail, listing the comments received throughout the public participation 

process to date and responses (Annexure 4).  

 The Screening Tool Report and Site Sensitivity Verification Report was submitted with the NEMA 
Application to DEDEAT and registered on 07 March 2024 with reference number EC08/C/LN1&3/M/08-
2024. 

 Evidence of notifications sent to I&APs have been included in Annexure 5.  
 Evidence of comments received has been included in Annexure 6. 
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Annexure 1: Newspaper advertisement and Notice Boards 

 

Figure 1: Advert placed in the Kouga Express on 11 January 2024. 
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Figure 2: Two site signs were erected near the entrance of Portion 250 of 745, coordinates 34°10'21.79"S, 
24°49'4.65"E (left) and 34°10'20.87"S, 24°49'19.22"E (right) 
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Annexure 2: Notification to Stakeholders and  

 
                    

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 

Notification of Public Participation: 
Proposed new warehouse and storage facility on Portion 

250 of Farm 745, Goedgeloof, St Francis Bay, Eastern Cape 
 

Notice is hereby provided in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) 
(NEMA) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 2014, as amended, of a 30-day Public 
Participation Process for the intent to carry out a Basic Assessment for Environmental Authorisation. 
The Application process will be undertaken under the authority of the Department of Economic 
Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT).  
 
The Public Participation Process will run from 15/01/2024  14/02/2024.  
 
Activity:  
The proposed development comprises of a warehouse and light industrial units that will provide space 
for light industry and will be zoned appropriately. The total floor areas of the warehouse and storage 
facilities will be approximately 15 503.75m² which includes a single security gate house. The coverage 
is 17 407.10m2, approximately 34.0% of the total property (5.1078 Ha). 
 
The following EIA Listed Activities are applicable: 
Government Notice No. R327 (Listing Notice 1): Activity 19, 27 & 28 
Government Notice No. R324 (Listing Notice 3): Activity 4, 12, & 14. 
                                                                                         
Notification will be sent to all registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) for public review and 
comment. A Background Information Document and relevant appendices may be accessed via our 
website during the Public Participation Period.  
 
Should you wish to gain further information regarding the project or wish to register as an Interested 
and Affected Party please contact the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (details below). 
 
Please provide written comments with your name, contact details and an indication of any direct 
business, financial, personal, or other interest which you may have in the development. 
 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner:  Joclyn Marshall 
 
ECO ROUTE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANCY 
www.ecoroute.co.za 
P.O. Box 1252, Sedgefield, 6573 
Email: admin@ecoroute.co.za 
Cell: 072 126 6393 
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Annexure 5: Evidence of Notification to Stakeholders and  
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Annexure 6: Evidence of Comments Received from Stakeholders and  

 



 
Arcadia, PRETORIA 

  
 

 
                                                                                
                                                                             DFFE Reference: EDMS - 241067 

Enquiries: Ms T Mhlana 
Telephone : (021) 493 7049/50 Email: OCEIA@dffe.gov.za 

 
 
 
Joclyn Marshall  
Eco Route Environmental Consultancy 
PO Box 3511 
Knysna 
6570 
 
Telephone Number: 044 343 2232 
Email Address:  info@ecoroute.co.za  
 
 
Dear Ms., Joclyn,  
 
COMMENTS ON THE PRE-APPLICATION BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED 
WAREHOUSE AND STORAGE FACILITY ON PORTION 250 OF FARM 745, GOEDGELOOF, ST FRANCIS 
BAY, EASTERN CAPE. 
 
The Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment (DFFE); Branch Oceans & Coasts (O&C) 

appreciates the opportunity granted to provide comments on the Pre-Application Basic Assessment Report for 

the Proposal of a New Warehouse and Storage Facility on Portion 250 of Farm 745, Goedgeloof, St Francis 

Bay, Eastern Cape. The Branch will provide comments as per the National Environmental Management Act, 

and the National Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal 

Management Act, 2008 (Act No. 24 of 2008)   

 

The Branch O&C has the mandate to ensure the holistic management of the coast and estuarine areas as an 

integrated system and promote coordinated coastal management. It ensures that the ecological integrity, natural 

character, and economic, social, and aesthetic value of the coastal zone are maintained to protect people, 

properties, and economic activities against the impacts of dynamic coastal processes.  

 

Guided by the principles of integrated coastal management, this Branch promotes developments that promote 

socially justified sharing of benefits derived from a resource-rich coastal area and strives to ensure that the 

principles of sustainable development are upheld. 

 



Directorate: Coastal Development & Coordination 
 

Comments on the Pre-Application Basic Assessment Report for the Proposal of a New Warehouse and Storage Facility on Portion 250 of Farm 
745, Goedgeloof, St Francis Bay, Eastern Cape.  

Based on the submitted Pre-Application BAR with associated reports and the site inspection conducted on the 

8th of February 2024, the proposed development is not within the coastal zone, no coastal activities are triggered, 

and the artificial wetlands are not characterized as coastal wetlands.  

 

1. This Branch is in support of the proposed 10m buffer zone around the artificial wetland to avoid 

encroachment, stressing/threatening the wetland's functioning during the development phase.  

 

2. Access to sensitive areas outside the intended footprint must be controlled using signage during 

construction. Considering that this area is a CBA 1 and CBA 2 and is required to meet the conservation 

targets of the vegetation type and threatened species, the appointed Environmental Control Officer 

should ensure that all No-Go areas are demarcated. 

 

3. The report indicates that support services, including road access, water, and electricity supply are 

existing, and municipal confirmation on capacity to accommodate the proposed development. 

 

4. Considering that Kouga Municipality has a water shortage challenge this Branch cautions that water 

use during the construction and operation should consider the drought and not exacerbate the situation. 

Therefore, water use for construction should be estimated during this process to ensure that such water 

volumes will be provided, or measures are put in place to source the required amount of water. 

Rainwater harvesting as proposed in the report is encouraged once the first phase of development is 

completed to be utilized for daily operations.  

 

5. The applicant is reminded of the Duty of Care and the remediation of environmental damage, in terms 

of Section 28(1) of NEMA, which, specifically states that: 

may cause significant pollution or degradation of the environment must take reasonable measures to 

prevent such pollution or degradation from occurring, continuing, or recurring, or, in so far as such harm 

to the environment is authorized by law or cannot reasonably be avoided or stopped, to minimize and 

. 

 

6. You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 

of 1998, as amended, that no other additional activities outside the scope of this application may 

commence before an Environmental Authorization is granted by the relevant Competent Authority. 

 

 

Kindly note that the Branch O&C reserves the right to revise its comments and request further information based 

on any additional information received. All correspondence, documentation, and/or requests (hard copy and an 



Directorate: Coastal Development & Coordination

Comments on the Pre-Application Basic Assessment Report for the Proposal of a New Warehouse and Storage Facility on Portion 250 of Farm 
745, Goedgeloof, St Francis Bay, Eastern Cape.

electronic copy) should be submitted to our office via email to OCEIA@dffe.gov.za / or Physical Address: 

Department of Forestry, Fisheries & the Environment (DFFE), Branch: Oceans and Coast, 2 East Pier 

Building, East Pier Road, Victoria and Alfred Waterfront, Cape Town, 8001.

Ms. Makwarela Mnwana
Acting Director: Coastal Development & Coordination
Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment
Date: 19/02/2024












