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I.J&TUUFPAD WITTEDRIFT NATURE TRAIL F..-I-.'Y 
I

t

-

DiE I'IATUUffPAD VAN DIE HOERSKOCL WITTEDFIIFT
I)ir Jirrr:rskr:riJ Wirtedrift i.s.srellig di€ eerct€ s&oo! in dte R.S.A wat oorsy
nan[rrr. aci beskik. Dit is a]reeds sedert Desember 19&j vir die publiek c]opgest
r'lrt rirrr 1';r.jei< u;'rd..a. beoog om riie sko.l aan die bre€ publiek bekenilte
irn dairrlrn sal die roete by dic skool se koshuis begin en eindig.
l)ie.atuurpari loop oor dic grond van mnr.Tertiuivan l{uyssieen, wat ook
eit:.aar r,an die plzras'\{tittedrif is. Die dorp wittedrift is ni bogenoemde pl
veilt()elt.t.
Die natuurpad srrel( oor die heuwels agter die dorp en volg dan clie Bitourivie
loop.
Daar is derrr geruilliqc kosirrrisseuns harti 5rew,erk orn die pad begaanba
rnaak. crr ons hoop dat u hierdie lrragtigte onrrlcr,r.ring -sal kont ircskou.

Dic roetc sari ongevecr 2 tot I trur duur om te voitooi..3 rl-
\arr;rc i.r'.nr. riip roerc I*an gedoen word bv Tci 0{4Sl-973'I of l)637 / ,,
P;rrkering r.rr 'n kaart van die roete is by die koshuis beskikbaar.
sekeriik ccr van die rncoistc,oornaghutte in s.A is langs ciie Bitourivier gJr

waar ',,vftien per,sone teen R3 per persoon per dag gehuisves kan wordl
l)t'posir,, tan R5 vir dir: sleurels moet beraal woid. Bt,spreirings lian
I{a_andag.tot Saterdag tusscn 8h00 en 12h00 b!, Witedrifr SlaghuislTe! 044
97(10) ger.locn wor<i.
i)erde en ironde ,,vorcl triegtrlaai.

THE NATUfiE TRAlL OF TI.IE WITTEDRIFT HIGI-{ SCI.iOOL
The lVittedrift High School is certainlv the first school in the II.S.A which ,

boast a nanrre trail of its own. It iras been oper) to the public since Decem
I 483
One of the ainis with this project is to bring the schcx.ri to the attentjon of
general pui:iic. therefore rhe trail tregirrs and ends at tlre schooi hostel.-lire trail rlrns a{:!oss the farn of &{r Tertius van l-iuysstcen. u'ho also owns
fumr 'Wittedrift' from which the tor,vn of Wittedrift derj.-erj its narrre.
Tl-re traii cro$.ees the hills and follows,.hi course of tire []iiorr flilsr.
willing boarriers labotrred to make the route passatrle, anri we trust that vou !

be among th* k,rcky to corne and vt*w this beautiful a;ea ft-om a differeni an(
The trail can be ccvered in approxipately 2 to 8 hours.
Enquiries carr Loe made atTel 0445?-9731 or)637 _-i-,' . - " -. ,,.Safe parkinq arrd a map of the route is availabie at the hostei.

{ )nr' oi Ilrt' rnosl picruresque ovcrlr-iglrt huts in s.A. is sittrated close to
ireanderirrg Bitou River, up to l5 pcople can be accomrnodated in this hut
Rli.{)0 pcr person per day. A R5 key deposit musr be paid at the Witt€d
I-irrLchcry..Resewaiions can.only !: q1 

"dg 
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Histonu

Th" hi.toty o{ ..hoolittg
in the .^11"y VitteJri{t

Wood industrialists
1777 -1787

The first inhabitants of our area, now known as the Greater

Plettenberg Bay Area, were wood industrialists Arotnd 177'7 
'

.on."rrioir, ,ralued for one yeat, were issued to these people by the

Govemment. These people's main focus and interest was in the

wood indurtry and iecords show no mention or interest of

*.hooting. Many of these people gave up o1 llr1^industry 
around

pl.tt."UJtg g"V and -ov"d to Knyina around 1803 to try their luck

there.

*-iir?:ff"Iu'"*

In l'781 ,the forefather of the Van Huyssteens, Rltger' made,the

Witt.Oritt Vuttey his pemanent residence and the fore father of the

Van Rooyens inPiesing Valley. The decendants of these two great

men led io the fact that in 196j, hulf of the pupils of our school were

made up of Van Huyssteens and Van Rooyens (43 Van Huyssteens

and 34 VanRooyens out ofatotal of1 50)'

Non-official Schooling
181s - 1863

Hendrik I, the eldest son of Rutger was getting worried about the

education of his children and started schooling by employing

distractedmarinesasschoolmasters.Wecanacceptthisfact
because there was no mention of teachers in this area This type of

..f.""ii"g took place between 1815, when Hendrik's eldest child

-u, ,.rrJn years old and 1855, when his youngest was fifteen'

According to records, many ships were shipwrecked in the Bay

Formosa it this stage, so unemployed marines were p1entyful1'

The start of formal schooling:
1863

According to the minutes (1861) of the Dutch Reformed Church

Councildeeting, Knysna, Elder GNF de Graaf suggested that

,.rr""i, _"r, u"".rtublirh"d ut Knysna and plettenberg Bay, bul that

"" 
t 

"O. 
*""fd be contributed fiom the Govetnment On lhe 2'l

-d"p1"-U"t 
1862, a meeting was held at Wittedrift/Plettenberg Bay'

;dil ;y GNi Graaf o=f th. Ciuil Commissioner's office in

fi"utt", i6t ,ft" purpose ofestablishing a public school at this place'

brl'l Norr.-Uer 1AOZ Sir Dale wrote his note to his secretary:

William Henry Cooper was nominated as the first teacher and

resumed duty on 1 Jinuary 1863' The community had to provide

an established residence with a vegetable garden to the govemment

t"u.t ... Shortly afterwards, at the end of the third term' Cooper

asked to terminate his position. This matter was discussed at a

r.-froof "o--ittee 
meeting on 30 September 1863' It was also

discovered that Cooper rirote a letter to the SGO' without the

Lowtedge or consuliment of the committee, asking them to alter

tt . t..-?ut.t. Not only this matter but various other complaints

were minuted.

On the 18 August 1865, Herman Dreyer "teacher of Public School

Witt.driff' reieived the circular letters of 21 July' He became the

nextprinciPal.

Mr Dreyer was succeeded by Mr F'rnest 9u1y11"t 
Smith' who

t.rlgn..i in 1867 and was sutceeded by Mr W Smith' Patricia

itoiar took us out of the dark with her description of the next

teacher, William Jones, a resident of Plettenberg Bay, who taught

here between 1 869 and I 872.

HENDRIK VAN HUYSSTEEN
VAN HUYSSTEENS EN VAN ROOYENS

This puge is sponsored by KYSIE & DINA VAN HUYSSTEEN . .i ,- .. r r

CTDENKBLAD zooo - wlttedrlll H0er5k00l
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