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NATUURPAD WITTEDRIFT NATURE TRAIL
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A Koshuis beginpunt: Hostel starting point:
B Halfkroon se kloof 2,8km o

C Kort Langrugpad 1.5km

D Langrugpad 3km

E Kitan se Doringiloof Z,3km

I' Rifpad 2.2km

G Rivierpad 4, Thkm oo 7 e, 57
H Kortpad “Short cut

i Bitouint T e
J Swemagat - Swimming pool

K Hout - Wood : § v

L. Wabirug ’
M Skool - School

N Kerk - Church

O WITTEDRIFT UITSIG
-+——— Heining - Fence

== = Wandelpad - trail

L0 Brug - Bridge
= Hek - Gate
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DIE NATUURPAD VAN DIE HOERSKOOL WITTEDRIFT

Die Hodrskool Wittedrift is stellig die eerste skool in die R.S.A. wat oor sy
natuurpad beskik. Dit is alreeds sedert Desember 1983 vir die publiek oopgest
Met dic projek word o.a. beoog om die skool aan die breé publick bekend te
en daarom sal die roete by die skool se koshuis begin en eindig.

Die natuurpad loop oor die grond van mnr. Tertius van Huyssteen, wat ook
eienaar van die plaas “Wittedrift' is. Die dorp Wittedrift is na bogenoemde p
vernoem,

Die natuurpad strek oor die heuwels agter die dorp en volg dan die Bitourivie
loop.

Dafrwr is deur gewillige koshuisseuns hard gewerk om die pad begaanba
maak, en ons hoop dat u hierdie pragtige omgewing sal kom beskou.

Die roete sal ongeveer 2 tot 8 uur duur om te voltooi.3 <~ #
Navrae i.v.m. die roete kan gedoen word by Tel ()4455;9731 of G637 £,
Parkering en 'n kaart van die roete is by die koshuis beskikbaar.

Sekeriik een van die mooiste oornaghutte in S.A. is langs die Bitourivier qi
waar vyftien persone teen R3 per persoon per dag gehuisves kan word.
Deposito van RS vir die sleutels moet betaal word. Besprekings kan
Maandag tot Saterdag tussen 8h00 en 12h00 by Wittedrift Slaghuis (Tel 044
9760) qedoen word.

Perde en honde word toegelaat.

THE NATURE TRAIL OF THE WITTEDRIFT HIGH SCHOOL
The Witredrift High School is certainly the first school in the R.5.A. which
boast a nature trail of its own. It has been open to the public since Decem
1983. ’

One of the aims with this project is to bring the school to the attenton of
general public, therefore the trail begins and ends at the school hostel.

The trail runs across the farm of Mr Tertius van Huyssteen, who also owns
farm ‘Wittedrift’ from which the town of Wittedrift derived its name.

The traii crosses the hills and follows the course of the Bitou River.

Willing boarders laboured to make the route passable, and we trust that you
be among the lucky to come and view this beautiful area from a different ang
The trail can be covered in approximately 2 to 8 hours.
Enquiries can be made at Tel 04451-9731 0r.9637 <S¢/ v\ o .
Safe parking and a map of the route is available at the hostel.
One of the most picturesque overnight huts in S.A. is situated close to
meandering Bitou River. Up to 15 people can be accommodated in this hut
R3.00 per person per day. A R5 key deposit must be paid at the Witted
Butchery. Reservations can only be made at the same butchery from Mondary,

Saturday between 8h00 and 12h00 (Tel 0445%:9760) -~
Horses and Dogs are allowed. 2 o
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History

The history of schooling
in the Vaﬂey Wittedrift

Wood industrialists
1777 - 1787

The first inhabitants of our area, now known as the Greater
Plettenberg Bay Area, were wood industrialists. Around 1777,
concessions, valued for one year, were issued to these people by the
Government. These people's main focus and interest was in the
wood industry and records show no mention or interest of
schooling. Many of these people gave up on this industry around
Plettenberg Bay and moved to Knysna around 1803 to try their luck
there.

Permanent Residents
1787 - 1814

In 1787, the forefather of the Van Huyssteens, Rutger, made the
Wittedrift Valley his permanent residence and the fore father of the
Van Rooyens in Piesang Valley. The decendants of these two great
men led fo the fact that in 1962, half of the pupils of our school were
made up of Van Huyssteens and Van Rooyens (43 Van Huyssteens
and 34 Van Rooyens out of a total of 150).

Non-official Schooling
1815 - 1863

Hendrik T, the eldest son of Rutger was getting worried about the
education of his children and started schooling by employing
distracted marines as schoolmasters. We can accept this fact
because there was no mention of teachers in this area. This type of
schooling took place between 1815, when Hendrik's eldest child
was seven years old and 1855, when his youngest was fifteen.
According to records, many ships were shipwrecked in the Bay
Formosa at this stage, so unemployed marines were plentyfull.

The start of formal schooling:
1863

According to the minutes (1861) of the Dutch Reformed Church
Councilmeeting, Knysna, Elder GNF de Graaf suggested that
schools must be established at Knysna and Plettenberg Bay, but that
1o funds would be contributed from the Government. On the 27
September 1862, a meeting was held at Wittedrift/Plettenberg Bay,
chaired by GNF Graaf of the Civil Commissioner's Office in
Knysna, for the purpose of establishing a public school at this place.
On 7 November 1862 Sir Dale wrote his note to his secretary:
William Henry Cooper was nominated as the first teacher and
resumed duty on 1 January 1863. The community had to provide
an established residence with a vegetable garden to the government
teacher. Shortly afterwards, at the end of the third term, Cooper
asked to terminate his position. This matter was discussed at a
school committee meeting on 30 September 1863. It was also
discovered that Cooper wrote a letter to the SGO, without the
knowledge or consultment of the committee, asking them to alter
the term dates. Not only this matter but various other complaints
were minuted.

On the 18 August 1865, Herman Dreyer "teacher of Public School
Wittedrift" received the circular letters of 21 July. He became the
next principal.

Mr Dreyer was succeeded by Mr Ernest Salvanus Smith, who
resigned in 1867 and was succeeded by Mr W Smith. Patricia
Storrar took us out of the dark with her description of the next
teacher, William Jones, a resident of Plettenberg Bay, who taught
here between 1869 and 1872.

VAN HUYSSTEENS EN VAN ROOYENS

s

HENDRIK VAN HUYSSTEEN

S

This page is sponsored by KYSIE & DINA VAN HUYSSTEEN

GEDENKBLAD 2000 - Wittedrift Hoérskool
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