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Good Samaritan Brian 
Bailey’s Þ rst-hand account

I was on a run and about to 
� nish - that•s my exit from 

the beach, Robberg 5 - when 
I noticed a girl wading in 
the shallows in the rip (Leah 
Berman), and on her indica-
tion realised that there was a 
swimmer at the third wave set, 
but in the middle of the rip.

I stopped running and 
watched him. He was reason-
ably comfortable but swim-
ming directly back to the 
beach, against the rip. I waved 
to him and motioned he 
should swim to the left, which 
he did. He then started tiring 
and losing ground to the rip.

I asked the kid (Zack Ber-
man) to run and get the pink 
buoy for me and stripped down 
to enter the water. I also asked 
the bystanders to call NSRI.

At this stage the swimmer 
was trying to swim backstroke 
and was clearly exhausted, so 
I knew I had to go in.

Armed with the pink buoy I 
waved to him to go right and 

ran in along the sand bank 
adjacent to the rip. He started 
moving towards the rendez-
vous point and I was about 
belly button deep when he 
popped onto the sandbank 15 
metres to my left.

We waded back together 
and I asked him how he was; 
he was tired but happy. I com-
mended him on moving side-
ways out the rip, ascertained 
that he was ok and hadn•t 
taken in too much water.

Saul Berman (Zack and Le-
ah•s father) came down from 
the house and thanked me. 
I took the buoy back to the 
sign board and reattached it 
in its place and then went to 
the water•s edge to clean up 
before I continued on my run.

That•s when I noticed our 
NSRI guys coming along the 
beach. Without the Pink buoy 
I admit I wouldn•t have had 
the courage to go in. It•s an 
amazing aid and NSRI should 
be proud for supplying them.

LIFEBUOY: The April 
1 incident on Robberg 

Beach marked the 32nd 
successful rescue since the 
NSRI’s Pink Rescue Buoy 

programme had 
been launched

No joke when Joburg teen got caught in a rip on April 1

SAUL Berman of Cape 
Town, who owns a 

holiday home close to 
Plett•s Blue Flag Rob-
berg 5 Beach, has been an 
avid National Sea Rescue 
Institute supporter for 
many years and, more 
recently, enthusiastically 
backed the NSRI•s Pink 
Rescue Buoy programme.

In fact, Saul some time 
ago speci� cally asked the 
volunteer crew of NSRI 
Plett Station 14 to place 
one of these rescue buoys 
on the beach in front 
of his house, due to the 
frequency of incidents 
resulting from the preva-
lence of rip currents there.

As fate would have it, 
the presence of the res-
cue buoy most prob-
ably saved a teenaged boy 
from drowning on Mon-
day April 1. And coinci-
dentally, the youngster in 
question was 15-year-old 
Joburger Samora Tembe, 
who happens to be a fam-
ily friend of the Bermans.

Says NSRI Plettenberg 

Bay station command-
er Marc Rodgers: •At 
6:21pm on Monday April 
1, our duty crew received 
a call from Leah Ber-
man, on holiday with her 
family at their house on 
Robberg Beach, report-
ing that their friend was 

caught in a rip current 
at Board Number 27, be-
tween Robberg 5 and the 
Beacon Island hotel.Ž

The NSRI craft Rescue 
Free Runner and a Side 
by Side were launched, 
as well as Station 14•s 
rescue vehicle. But by the 
time they arrived, the boy 
had been rescued by local 
Good Samaritan Brian 
Bailey, using the Pink 
Rescue Buoy.

•Our medics checked 
on Samora but he was 
� ne and in good spirits, 
requiring no further as-
sistance,Ž says Marc, add-
ing that although he is a 
strong swimmer, Samora 
was unaware of the rip 
current and didn•t know 
that the only way to free 
himself was swimming 
across the beach. 

Leah Berman explained 
to the NSRI crew that, 
while wading in shallow 
water, she saw a guy jog-
ging on the beach and 
requested his assistance, 
pointing to Samora strug-

gling in the surf. The jog-
ger was identi� ed as local 
resident Brian Bailey.

•Leah•s brother, Zack, 
ran to fetch the pink buoy 
off  the board while Brian 
stripped off  his running 
gear and with the buoy in 
hand, launched into the 
surf,Ž explains Marc. 

•While wading to-
wards the teenager, Brian 
shouted at him to move 
sideways to free himself  
from the rip, but the boy 
made no progress. As 
luck would have it, he 
popped onto a sand bank 
and Brian was able to 
bring him safely to shore.

•We commend the ef-
forts of these Good Sa-
maritans - the Bermans 
and Brian Bailey - and we 
are delighted to note that 
this incident makes it the 
32nd successful rescue fa-
cilitated by the Pink Res-
cue Buoy programme.Ž

As for Samora Tembe, 
he admitted to •a life les-
son learntŽ with a broad 
and grateful grin.

…but fast action by friends, a Þ t passer-by, and a pink rescue buoy kept tragedy at bay


